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50X1-HUM
The "Anton" cosl mine is located adjacent to the Zbysov concentration.camp, which is one

" of meny such installations in the Rissik Oslawau coal fields. In fact, each mine in the

aree has 1ts own concentration camp to provide mine workers. Zbysov is located aboah
20 km west of Brno at 49°09'N, 34C0A'W. There were 300 prisoners at Zbysov. g
three shifts of 100 each. Meanwhile at nearby Oslaveny (49°T7:'N, 33°59%'W)
there were 200 prisoners and at Zastavke (exact location not dets50X1-HUM:E
known %o be in the seme area) there were 120 prisoners. There was allio a cemp-and-
mine installation at Rosice (49°20'N, 34°03'W)
There was considersble secrecy involved in regard to other camps. The

| cemp doctox]  |was also a pri50X1-HUM

and was serving a life sentence. But as he was the only doctor in the four camps he
was allowed to make cells at the other three.

50X1-HUM
Production figures were also considered secret, but each man hed a minimum daily
production quote of 4.5 metric tons of raw coal., Pneumatic drills were used and the
-coal was loaded into small cosl cers about 4'x3'x2' holding elght hundred kilograms
each. Sometimes a men could get by with filling five of these cars or ounly four metric
tons. The three shifts worked seven days a week and no holidays were observed. Ui
that basls, at a theoretical rate of 4,5 metric tons per day per men, the mine would
produce 1,350 metric tons of raw coal per day., Presumsbly the other mines were worked
on sbout the seme basis. Four and five~tenths metric tons is & good averasge per man -
bacause although some of the workers produce less because of sbsenteelsm or death
(it may take a few days to get replacements) and some f1ll the cars with rocks to
meet the guotas, there are still those who go over thelr quota to gain specisl savtaen,
or lether-writing privileges. : ' 50X1-HUM

gach mine hes 1ts own cosl cleaning plant. The one at Zbysov was
located about one mile fromthe mine entrance. The loeded 800 kg coal cars from the
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mine 1ift were raised by two hooks onto en elevated conveyor cable which carried thé0X1 HUM
" loaded ears to the washery, where they were emptied and returned to the mine on the

same ceble. | the clesning plant|  |could be seen 50X1-HUM
(from the cemp,- FThis plant also operated 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It was on

a railrosd spur and gondola cars could be seen loading there three or four times a

day. \ ‘
there never geemed to be a backlog of coal so the capacity was better than
60 metric tons an hour of raw coal. 50X1-HUM

4, The coal from the "Anton" mine was sald to be quite old, geologically speaking.
It was very soft, and when teken in large chunks these chunks could be crushed in the
velm of one's hand.. When crushed the coal turned into very fine particles which 50X1-HUM
contained "crystal salts" [sic/. |
" the coal lwas to be used for "chemical
purposes” . ‘ it was-used in the manufecture of medicines.

5a The mine itself centered on one vertical shaft which had been made progressively
deeper as each level was used up. At the time | were 50X -HUM
atill working the twelfth level, although they were getting ready to open up the
thirteenth and exploitation of the fourteenth and fifteenth was being plenned. The
twelfth level was at en approximate depth of 120 feet. It -was reached by a lift
which made the descent in -sbout 50 seconds. This was fer too fast. After arriving
at the twelfth level one could not see clearly, one's heart would beat fiercely, and
ene .could not hagr normally for gver an.houyr. .The.lift:itself had three somhected . .
sections,. one: on top of .another; and .each .section carried her men.’ The tep. of the.:
shaft was connected to the’ concentration .camp by.a 15 meker passege covered w:ith 5
barbgd wi"ce, "rhz:ough -which- the ;workers: ma.rched 1;0 and, from 'bhe mine. . coup :

6. mha da:u.y m‘m quota me.y seen ra.ther sma.ll, 'bu,t. due to l,he maff mien* oHe“Tﬂatmn s Badl
poer. working copditions it is not exactly gasy to fill.\ In the first plane,’

almost four h0u:rs of the eight hour .shift are taken up in getting to and from the
piace where the eoal is actually worked. There are seven or eight miles of tunnel on
the twelfth level alone. It usually takes two hours to walk to work, The coal is
1@%41@3 on the 8OO kg cars and.pulled-along . the various traaks by: some of the, 20 an«f
horses which are kept in the mines for this purposs. = There are also a. few mﬁmi
englres wsed to pull the cars, s But- hc:rsss ara uged more ex‘benaively; All oﬁ#‘%a&e
horsea ave blind, inciﬁentai‘s}y‘ : : L ~

T

Ty Int:ffeqmve t:lmbe-ra wueed ae & 1ln the mine. These timbers weres50X1-HUM
-ecngtracted by %he prisoners| Y ) ‘;_'130. the mine end eight hours in
toe camp end. had. elght hours for sleepu The :bﬁ}yg wthe cemp was devohed to cutting
“he timbers. Many men were also killed by the min& ges; as ventilation gebs poorer
the further awey ome 1s from the shaft., The diet ing; ‘ndes no frults or vegebtsbles
and nearly everyone gete scurvy, The prisoners.all nray before going inte the mine.
Some have committed suicide hy jumping into fthe minéshaft., In some ingtances,
vhen & man 1s obviously too weak to work ha im vamoved from the cemp 80 that a 50X1-HUM
.o Strooger men can £1l1 his.place.: \ e aick men were ‘sent %
© rwork om farms, tub there was no way to tell what sctually heappened ho -them.
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